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I. From the Beginning 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that 
was made. 
 
That's quite a statement with which St. John begins his Gospel. Your Savior was there when the 
heavens and earth were created. Jesus is the Word, and the Word was with God; the Word was God; 
and through Him were all things created. 
 
Therefore, even though He's not mentioned by name, Jesus is present in Genesis 1; He's present all 
over during the creation. You hear of Him time and time again, for instance Genesis 1:3: Then God 
said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. Did you hear of Him? Your Savior is there. God said 
"Let there be light," and by His Word light was created. Jesus is the Word. So God said "Let there by 
light," and by Jesus light was created. 
 
In the beginning was the Word. The Word isn't just about Jesus. The Word is Jesus because Jesus is 
the Word. Yet Jesus isn't just an idea that is shaped by words; He's the second person of the Holy 
Trinity. The Word has divine nature and substance. 
 
Get it? Me neither. This is too much for me to comprehend; it is one of the places in Scripture where 
we say, "I believe though I cannot understand, because God declares it to be true." It is true that 
Jesus is the Word, through whom all things were created-including Adam and Eve-in perfection. It is 
also true that Adam and Eve, His own creation, did not receive Him very long. Wanting to be like 
God, they rebelled against Him and fell into sin; separated from God by their sin, it seemed that God 
was farther away. But God came near and gave His Word: He promised that the Seed of the woman 
would be born to save the world from sin. He gave His Word that He would give the Word. 
 
And in the meantime, though His own were sinful, God came near His people. 
 
His people could see Him as He led them out of Egypt and across the Red Sea, after He had afflicted 
the Egyptians with ten plagues in order to deliver them. He rescued them, He made them His people, 
and He declared them to be a special treasure (Ex. 19:5) whom He had borne out of Egypt on eagles' 
wings. He called Moses onto Mount Sinai, and there He came near. He descended onto that 
mountain in a pillar of cloud with lighting, thunder, quake and fire. He gave His Ten 
Commandments to Moses, to give to His people-that they might have His Law visibly in their midst. 
 
He delivered His people, came near and gave them His Law; and how did they respond? They 
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begged Moses, "You speak with us, and we will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest we die." In 
other words, they didn't want the Lord to get too near to them.  
 
In part, this resulted in the tent of meeting. Moses raised a tent outside of the camp, and the Lord 
would descend and meet him there to speak His Word. The people of Israel were quite content with 
this idea: God close, but not too close. His own people weren't quite open to receiving Him. It was 
quite the slight toward the Lord; but the Lord had given His Word, and He is faithful. Therefore, He 
kept on coming. 
 
As you well know, the tent of meeting was replaced in time by the tabernacle, and later on the 
temple. There, in His house, God lived with His people. He poured out His blessings upon them as 
He lived behind the curtain in the Holy of Holies. During the reigns of David and Solomon, He made 
His people a great nation, prosperous and secure. 
 
And what happened? Once again, His own received Him not. Gradually, they turned away from the 
one true God to worship idols and false gods. They even brought such idols into the temple for 
worship, expecting the one true God to share His holy place. The Lord loves to dwell with His 
people, but He will not force His presence and salvation upon them; because they did not want Him 
around anymore, He withdrew and granted them their wish. Left without His protection, it was only 
a matter of time until Jerusalem fell and the temple was destroyed. One would understand if the Lord 
simply turned His back and withdrew forever. 
 
But God had given His Word, so God came near once again. Nearer than ever. 
 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. You can't get nearer than that. The Word-who was in 
the beginning with God, who was God, and through whom all things were made-became flesh. 
Without giving up an ounce of His divinity, He also became fully human, conceived by the Holy 
Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary, to dwell with us. "Dwelt," says the English. St. John says it 
better in the Greek: "The Word became flesh and tabernacled among us" is what he says. The Lord 
had been present with His people in the tabernacle for centuries; now He was flesh and blood, living 
embodied among His people. 
 
The Word became flesh-not just to be nearer, but to fulfill the Word. Long ago, God had promised 
that the Seed of the woman would be born to save; now the Word was flesh for the salvation of all 
nations. He preached, He taught, He fed, He healed. He fulfilled prophecy after prophecy, proving 
beyond the shadow of a doubt that He was in fact the Savior, the Son of God. As He had throughout 
the centuries, God had come near to save His people. 
 
And as they had throughout the centuries, His own received Him not. There was no palace and 
throne for the Word made flesh, just a cross on a hill. Make no mistake: There is no greater rebellion 
against God than the crucifixion. The Word became flesh to give life to man, and man puts Him to 
death for it. If there is ever reason for God to abandon this world and His people, it is found in the 
wickedness on Calvary that day. 
 
But way back in the beginning, to Adam and Eve, God gave His Word that He would save. At 
Calvary, God gives His Word to save: He pins the Word made flesh to the cross, and He sacrifices 
His Son for the salvation of the world.  
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The promise is fulfilled. But Jesus is not just the fulfillment of the promise; He is the Promise. He is 
not just the fulfillment of the Word; He is the Word who fulfills. 
 
Therefore on Calvary, man tries to silence the Word once for all. Despite their best efforts of 
rebellion, rejection, betrayal and scorn, the Lord rises again on the third day. And despite the same, 
He does rise with a vengeance, but with salvation. He restores His disciples, forgives them for their 
sins; then He sends them out to all nations, to baptize and teach-to declare His salvation. The Word 
sends them to proclaim the Word, and He does so with this promise to them and to all His people: 
"Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." 
 
In other words, God still comes near to you. 
 
II. Near to You 
 
Despite a world that is hell-bent on rejecting the Savior, the Word made flesh still comes to you. We 
speak, of course, of His means of grace: The Savior promises that He is present with you, really 
present, by His Word and Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion. This has been the 
theme of the sermons throughout Advent and Christmas: The Word made flesh is not far away from 
you. Jesus is present with you in His means of grace, freely giving you salvation. 
 
Jesus is present with you in His means of grace, freely giving you salvation. This is an awesome 
Scriptural truth. Within the Christian church, it is a statement made only by Lutherans, by the way; 
other Christians will only agree with one part or the other, but we should save that for another day. 
The point is that the Lord is consistently faithful to His people, as He has been since Adam and Eve. 
He still draws near to save, despite so much sin and utter rebellion in the world today. He still 
comes, though so many do not even pretend to receive Him. One wormhole is enough for me to 
throw out an entire apple, no matter how much good fruit may be left; but in His faithfulness, the 
Lord does not abandon this sinful world. Hear this remarkable statement of salvation: As many as 
receive Him, to them He gives the right to become the children of God, to those who believe in His 
name. You are now His children: Not by blood or genetic heritage; nor by your plans, works or will; 
but by His work of saving you on the cross. 
 
This the miracle in which we constantly rejoice: The Word made flesh still comes near to save-save 
us by His blood, by His work, by His sacrifice, His grace. The Lord still comes near. 
 
The Lord is consistent in this way; unfortunately, sinful man is also consistent in his nature. It comes 
as no surprise that many still receive Him not. 
 
It is obvious in the world today: people want help and salvation, sure. They just don't want it from 
the Word made flesh; they'll look anywhere else, instead. 
 
Last week, for instance, a big news story overshadowed much of the coverage of Christmas in print, 
radio and TV. Unto you a child is born, announced the airwaves: An obscure company called 
Clonaid has allegedly succeeded in cloning Eve, a baby girl and clone of her mother. The ethics of 
cloning are troubling enough; what is even more troubling about this event is the motivation behind 
it. Clonaid is a corporation of a religious cult called the Raelians. The Raelians teach this about you: 
You exist on this planet because aliens put you here 25,000 years ago. You can have eternal life 
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through science-specifically the science of cloning. You can live forever! Each time your body 
begins to wear, you can transfer yourself to a healthier twin at a mere $200,000 a pop. Of course, the 
techniques aren't quite perfected yet, so you can only hope for eternal life if you live long enough for 
technology to catch up. Hold on, it gets better: The leader of the Raelians declares that "Those whom 
we create will regard us as gods." 
 
So there you have it. Unto you a child is born, a little girl named Eve who holds the hope for eternal 
life-as long as you work hard enough and pay enough. Furthermore: Not only can cloning make you 
live forever, but it can make you be like God. 
 
Wasn't that the sin of the first Eve? The whole idea is ludicrous, of course; there are only 55,000 
Raelians in the world, as of last count. But the story has gotten a lot of coverage. In part, this is 
because of novelty. In part, though, this is because it fulfills the dream of eternal life apart from God. 
People want eternal life-that's why our society is obsessed with youth, plastic surgery, wonder drugs, 
even the concept of cloning. They don't want repentance and the remission of sins in Christ-even 
though this forgiveness promises the life they so desperately desire. 
 
It is to this world that we continue to proclaim the Word made flesh. Given the blindness of sins, it 
seems a hopeless task. It is not. You see, as we proclaim the Word, we are not just proclaiming 
words; Jesus, the Word made flesh, is present in that proclamation, drawing near to hearers that they 
might believe and be saved. Many will not receive Him. But some will. So we continue to proclaim 
the Word. 
 
You know better than the world; that is why you are here. Even so, watch out, for you do not receive 
Him as you ought. 
 
The Word made flesh draws near to you with forgiveness, to set you free from sin. You, however, 
are still plagued with the Old Adam; you still sin. There really is no excuse for this: Are you going to 
argue that your old sinful nature is stronger than the Christ who has set you free from sin? There's no 
excuse for sin. But you still do. 
 
A lot of this is inadvertent, unthinking sin. Impatience, anger, lust and coveting often happen before 
you even realize, and thus the sins are committed before you've given it any hard thought. These are 
troubling sins, but there are sins that trouble more: There are those sins that you know are wrong, 
and you still do them anyway. You know what they are. 
 
The danger here is that these sins lead you quickly to unbelief. Unintentional sins are bad enough, 
but they are not a malicious rejection of God's law. If you intentionally sin, however, you 
intentionally reject God's law. If you reject God's law, you reject God's Word. If you reject God's 
Word, you reject the Word made flesh. If you reject the Word made flesh, you reject the Gospel and 
your salvation is lost. It is simple and it is deadly. Repent while there is still time. 
 
How much intentional sin can you have before you have rejected the Savior? How long can you hold 
on to a pet sin before you are lost? There is only one way to find out: Persist in sin until your heart is 
hardened and your faith destroyed. I would advise against it. Instead, repent and rejoice, because the 
Lord still comes near to you. 
 
He still comes. He made you His own in your Baptism, and He still renews your Baptism by 
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forgiving your sins, far more than 70 times 7 times. He still draws near to you to give you His body 
and blood. He still comes near to give you life and salvation. 
 
This is why the life of the Christian is a life of continual repentance. It sounds terribly depressing, as 
if the Christian is saved by always hanging his head and feeling guilty. But this is not the case. 
Repentance happens because the Savior comes near. The Word made flesh comes in His Word to 
convict you of your sin and bring you to repentance; and He comes to forgive you, to strengthen and 
preserve you in the one true faith until life everlasting. Constant repentance is no hardship, but a joy; 
constant repentance means that the Lord is constantly drawing near, forgiving your sins in the means 
of grace. 
 
In the beginning was the Word. That's how this sermon began, with the Word with God, being God, 
creating all things-a bit difficult to grasp. But here is the joy that you have: That almighty Word 
became flesh to dwell among His people, to go to the cross for you. From the cross, He descended 
into hell, rose again, and ascended into heaven. His travels for the sake of forgiveness are not done, 
for He comes near to you. And drawing near, the Word made flesh proclaims His Word that you are 
forgiven for all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


